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______________
VERY URGENT


Dear [Mr] veya [Ms] [MİLLETVEKİLİNİZİN SOYADI],

Re:	Urgent appeal for assistance concerning the Turkey-Syria Earthquake

I am a British citizen / lawful resident in the United Kingdom, and one of your constituents.

As you are aware, a series of devastating earthquakes have struck Turkey and Syria. As a result, tens of thousands of people have lost their lives, many more have been injured and a considerably large number of people have been displaced having lost their homes in the catastrophic earthquake.

The United Kingdom has provided humanitarian protection to those affected by the war in Ukraine, and as citizens / residents we are proud of this. The tragedy in Turkey and Syria is nothing short of the one in Ukraine. I expect a similar humanitarian approach to the situation in Turkey and Syria. The German government has already announced a plan temporarily to ease visa restrictions for survivors of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria who have close family ties to Germany. I respectfully ask that the United Kingdom should follow suit and where possible do even better.

Some of the steps that could be taken by the UK Government to reduce the pain and impact of the catastrophic disaster are:

1. Introducing a special visa route similar to the Home for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme for those Turkish and Syrian citizens left significantly injured and/or homeless by the earthquake.

2. Introducing a special visa route similar to the Ukraine Family Scheme for those Turkish and Syrian citizens, who have close family members in the United Kingdom and are facing homelessness or significant injury due to the earthquake.

3. Further or alternatively, following the German example, temporarily easing the strict visitor visa requirements for survivors of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria, who have close family members in the United Kingdom and are facing homelessness or significant injury due to the earthquake. The flexibilities could include allowing applicants to use forms of ID other than a passport, waiving the requirement to provide proof of financial means such as bank statements, approaching with flexibility the “genuine visitor” requirements and issue of intention to leave the United Kingdom, and allowing an extension of stay where the circumstances justify it. The host family members would be happy to submit a declaration undertaking to pay for the maintenance and accommodation as well as the flight expenses to and from the United Kingdom. Many would also be willing to put forward a reasonable recognizance as a guarantee that their visiting family member(s) would return to their home country at the end of their allowed visit.

4. Temporarily easing some of the requirements for family visa applications (i.e. spouse, dependent child and adult dependent relative visas) under Appendix FM by those affected by the earthquake. The relaxations could include waiving the English language requirement, the financial requirement, the visa application fee and the Immigration Health Surcharge as well as any appointment fees.

5. Increasing the number of appointments in the relevant Visa Application Centres and the number of Entry Clearance Officers processing the visa applications from the earthquake survivors to facilitate such applications in a timely fashion.

6. Taking any other step that you deem necessary and helpful in the circumstances.

This catastrophic natural disaster has devastating and lasting impacts that will be felt for many years to come. The event has traumatised not only the direct victims, but also their family members. In fact, the trauma and pain caused by the disaster has been deeply felt by the wider international community. With its proud history of providing shelter and protection to those in need, I believe that the United Kingdom should fulfil its humanitarian duty to offer help to those victimised by the earthquake and their family members who are deeply concerned for the safety and wellbeing of their loved ones.

I would be grateful if you, as my MP, could draw Parliament and the Government’s attention to this matter urgently.

Should you require any further information or assistance regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact me.

I look forward to hearing from you as a matter of urgency.

Yours sincerely,


[ADINIZ VE SOYADINIZ]
